SHe, Keewaytinook Okimakanak
ol ¥ M PeVNo' DPLbal
Northern Chiefs Council

“";‘n Fort Severn

(Y Keewaywin | ~r . x e o AT
Deer Lake"":-.‘} Ly e Y = =g i Y y . _
5 ) North Spirit Lake

. ; -
Poplar Hily} ) MeDowell Lake

) Red Lake / Balmeftown_~

=

Kenofal - u Sioux Lo IOUt
_ ﬁ 3l Dryden

—~—__ Thunder Bay e

Fort Severn Keewaywin  Deer Lake McDowell Lake

Lake




G é BeLTeS

The Objectives of Keewaytinook Okimakéhak/
Northern Chiefs Council are:

. To promote the social-economic
development of the member First Nations
and their membership.

2. To promote the rights and freedoms of the - 3

member First Nations in their pursuit of
self-determination. . 5t

-

-

3. To promote the recognition of thé_Aﬁoriginal
Rights of the First Nations membership.

4. To promote the cultural awareness of the
First Nations and their membership.

5 To establish and maintain relationships
with governmental and private interests
for the promotion of the interests of the
member First Nations.

6. To administer and operate programs on
behalf of a First Nation or its members
when specifically requested to do so by
the First Nation or its members.
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Oiir-Foundations

Keewaytinook Okimakanak, which
means Northern Chiefs in Oji-Cree, is a non-
political Chiefs Council serving Deer Lake,
Fort Severn, Keewaywin, McDowell Lake,
North Spirit Lake and Poplar Hill First
Nations. The organization is directed by the
Chiefs of the member First Nations who
form the Board of Directors. Through its
close awareness of community needs and
its team approach, the Council advises and

+. assists its member First Nations. The Council

provides services inithe,areas of health,
education, economic development,
employment assistance, legal, public works,

finance and.administration, and computer

communications (K-Net Services). The
Executive Director liaises with the six Chiefs,
with the staff of the Council and with other
organizations and governments.

Our Founding
Communities

e Deer Lake

Fort Severn
Kasabonika
Keewaywin
Poplar Hill
McDowell Lake
North Spirit Lake
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builder instead of a service provider. They did not want us to
simply adopt new ways of doing things and technology but to adapt
these tools to community needs. This meant training community
members to manage and operate highly technological programs
such as KO Tele-Medicine with its i-docs. It meant hundreds of
our youth getting an education through KiHS and learning computer,
network and database skills from K-Net Services. It meant
community members learning valuable research skills through
KORI. These are just a few of the ways KO's founding vision has
been manifested into the day-to-day operations of Keewaytinook
Okimakanak. They believed in creating better services and in
creating a better way to deliver those services through local
employment. They wanted KO to build capacity and thereby
strengthening our people. The Founding Chiefs recognized that
the new information communication technologies could both
empower our people or become another tool of assimilation.
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needed them the most To do S0, they wanted KO to be a capacity

vards the susiainabnlrty of eemmunﬂy programs

fice was over D.J's Gas Bar in Sioux Lookout with two staff, and our head office in Fort
evern. Sinc now have a staff numbering 230 employees and growing each year. KO began

4 by providing adwsory services to the member First Nations which were Finance, Community and Capital

Planning, Technical Services and Economic Development. However, KO did much more. It worked to build
capacity at the community level through the Health Department, Public Works, Keewayinook Centre of
Excellence, Anishinnabeg Kakenwaydemiwatch Nepi (AKN), K-Net Services, Kah-ke-nah Network Services,
Keewaytinook Mobile Services, KO Telemedicine (KOTM), Education Advisory, Keewaytinook Internet High
School (KiHS), KO Secondary School Services, KO Research Institute (KORI) and the new KO Development
Corporation.

There has been much progress in developing better service delivery with the KO Communities which we
serve. We have not achieved all of this on our own. | express our gratitude to our partners and other First
Nations who have supported our work and continue to play an important role in the implementation and
delivery of these programs. It is our belief and responsibility to share knowledge and to improve the services
that are now available in each of the First Nations communities. While many of the Elders have passed

their teachings are still with us and remain as powerful today as when they were spoken. There is no other
.greater ‘work than to serve you. We do this for the children, grandchildren and those not yet born in order
that they will grow strong and wise in the teachings of the ancestors.
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Geordi Kakepetum

P-VNo' DPLbal




Fort Severn First Nation —4&

Nation: Oji-Cree Nation: Cree
Physical Area: 1,653.6 hectares Physical Area: 3,959 hectares
Population: 1,164 members (977 in community) Population: 640 members (494 in community)
Location: Northeast shore of Deer Lake Location: Hudson Bay coast
580 km northwest of Thunder Bay, Ontario 855 km northwest of Thunder
Access: Daily scheduled airways, charter air service . Access: Daily scheduled air ;
Winter road (seasonal) connects to Sandy Lake and North Spirt Lake First Nations, Winter road (seasc
with connections south through Red Lake, Ontario to the provincial all-season Water - Hudson Ba
road system. Reserve Status: Original reserve
Reserve Status: The Deer Lake reserve is within the boundaries of the territory Sachigo Rwem
3 / described by the Winnipeg Treaty of 1875 (Treaty No. 5). Hudson Bay in 1
An adhesion made to the Treaty on June 9, 1910 provided Historical Note: In 1689 the Huc

for a reserve in the proportion of 32 acres per capita. ;
Deer Lake achieved full Band status in 1985. v earliest pos

In 1998, a small 490 kilowatt run-of-the-river hydro generating

station was constructed on the Severn River, approximately

six kilometres from the community. There is a joint agreement
oEawnarshin between Hydro One and the First Nation;

ttawa & Gillam, MB.

-

S River on
11 1980.
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Nation: .+ "~ Qji-Cree
Physical Area: 4,455 hectares
Population: 51 members (on/off community)
cation: Southwest shore of McDowell Lake
i Ldkscad Pavs oo o I 490 km northwest of Thunder Bay, Ontario
RN _q_t"'_-_;{-;jj : ndthadkdS, : ) - : e Access: Charter air service only (no daily air service)

Winter road (none)
~In 1985, McDowell Lake along with six other communities were awarded
band status.

» E-Centre
eHealth Clinic
oKO Telemedicine
eTikinagan Child and Family Services
eFull Gospel Church
e Three Locally Owned Convenience Stores
eOne Locally Owned Gas Station
eNorthern Store
®Policing - Nishnawbe-Aski Police Services
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